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Since our inception in 2010, XLVets 
has become the leading business 
network for veterinary practices 
in Ireland. We represent 30 
independently owned veterinary 
practices – encompassing 
over 190 veterinarians, 100 
veterinary nurses, a further 
160 support team members, 
serving 17% of the Irish 
market for veterinary products 
and services. 

About us



At XLVets, we have a strong reputation for investing in 
people and we fully understand the needs of a graduate 
vet in the early stages of their career.

Our structured programme is open to new and recent 
graduates, no more than 3 years qualified. The Programme 
is a two-year comprehensive mix of 13 practical and 
theory-based modules, providing essential CPD for a new 
graduates first job in practice.

Our programme ensures graduates gain insight and 
exposure to the core areas  including; bovine, companion 
animal, ovine, equine and communication, encouraging 
them to develop and enhance multiple competencies.

Our Graduate Programme offers a solid foundation on 
which to build a successful and long-term career within 
the XLVets network. It also provides the opportunity for 
graduates to share their experiences and be supported 
within a national network. Because modules are delivered 
over 2 consecutive days, we organise a dinner on the first 
evening encouraging peer networking opportunities.

The XLVets Graduate Programme is open to vets working 
within the XLVets network but non members can also apply 
(Non-member rate applies).

Our 2021/2022 programme commences October 6th and 
runs until December 9th 2022.

Each day is eligible for CVE Points, the number of points 
available varies from 6.5 - 10 (If a practical is included more 
points are allocated).

About the 
Graduate Programme



Bovine 1   Wednesday, October 6th  |  Donal Murphy / Kevin O Sullivan
Topics Include: Bovine obstetrics, caesarean sections & calving, calf medicine, treatments and 
calf surgery.

Bovine 2   Thursday, October 7th  |  Ger Cusack
Topics Include: Anaesthesia & surgery. Bovine lameness – hoof surgeries. Bovine 
enucleation Vasectomy. Wet lab.

Small Animal 1   Wednesday, December 8th  |  Michael O Connor / Kieran O Mahony
Topics Include: The do’s and don’ts of  routine small animal surgery - Anaesthetic protocols, 
neutering male/female dog. Wetlab - cadaver surgery, live neutering.

Small Animal 2  Thursday, December 9th | Brian Faulkner – The Colourful Consultation

Topics Include: Effective consultation skills.  The primary vaccination and euthanasia 
consultations.

Equine 1   Wednesday, February 2nd  |  Donagh Mc Donnell / Chris Mc Grath
Topics Include: Castration, lameness and foot abscess, Markings, colic, dentistry and 
endoscopy.

Sheep 1   Thursday, February 3rd  |  Nick Garvey / Conor Geraghty
Topics Include: Sheep fertility, Ewe nutrition, metabolic diseases caesarean sections & 
lambing. Infectious diseases. Parasite control.

Small Animal 3   Wednesday, June 8th  |  Kieran O’Mahony / Sean Coffey
Topics Include: Trauma & wound closures. Emergencies - e.g. Acute poisoning, seizing dogs. 
Vaccinations & boosters.

Bovine 3   Thursday, June 9th  |  Jerry Crowley / Kevin Meaney
Topics Include: Mastitis and the farmer consultation, cell count data, milk quality and 
housing on farm practical.

Bovine 4   Wednesday, July 27th  |  Ben Strugnell / Conor Geraghty
Topics Include: Post mortem techniques & disease investigation, secondary diseases.

Equine 2   Thursday, July 28th  |  Donal Lynch / Nick Garvey
Topics Include: Equine emergencies and acute trauma/sedations and GA options. Foaling
related emergencies.

Bovine 5   Wednesday, October 12th  | Donal Lynch / Conor Geraghty
Topics Include: Bovine reproduction and scanning.

Small Animal 4   Wednesday, December 7th  |  Seamus Hoey
Topics Include: Ultrasound scanning.

Communications   Thursday, December 8th  |  Michael Cox
Topics Include: Emotional intelligence, facilitation skills for collaborative problem solving 
and consultative decision making.

Programe Schedule



XLVets Graduate Programme puts you at the heart of a 
leading veterinary network. You will have the opportunity 
to grow personally and professionally, to build lasting 
relationships and to make a difference. 

Clinical development remains a core element of the XLVets 
network. All of our vets are provided with a wide range of 
training and development opportunities, through in-house 
CPD and external courses. 

This includes availability of support to pursue further 
qualifications such as RCVS Certificate in Advanced 
Veterinary Practice (CertAVP) and European diplomas in 
partnership with XLVets Skillnet.

Register your interest in the programme 
by contacting XLVets directly or submitting 
an expression of interest form through 
the XLVets website via this QR code or 
through this link: https://xlvetsskillnet.ie/
training/graduate-programme/

Closing date for applying is September 10th 5pm.
If you have any questions about the graduate programme, 
please e-mail: admin@xlvets.ie or call us on 061 381505.

Opportunity awaits How to apply

Further information



Killian Farrell,
2017/2018 Cohort

“The XLVets Graduate Programme has 
been a huge benefit to me. It has been 

a great tool in helping me gain the 
experience required for making the 

step from college to the real world of 
veterinary practice through lectures 

and demonstrations given by current 
veterinary practitioners.”

Ciara Mc Garvery, 
2018/2019 Cohort

I would highly recommend the XLVets 
Graduate Programme. The combination 

of practical workshops, experienced 
mentors and relaxed atmosphere 

allows you to ask questions and gain 
confidence as you progress through 

the various modules. As you gain 
more clinical experience it is a great 
opportunity to discuss the cases you 
have seen in practice and relate the 

material covered to everyday situations.



Niamh Cobbe, 
2019/2020 Cohort

“This course was a well-structured, 
comprehensive look at some of the 
most common issues both medical, 
professional and personal that may 

come with our chosen job. 
It normalised many of the fears 

held at early stages of your career 
and created a safe space to 

ask questions and get a more 
in-depth view of the most topical 

and frequently seen issues”

Conor Carroll, 
2019/2020 Cohort

“The XLVets Grad Programme was 
massively beneficial to my learning 
and experience in my first 2 years 
out on practice, especially after 

the COVID-19 pandemic made my 
other learning opportunities more 
limited. I would highly recommend 
it to anyone starting out in practice 
to help reinforce their experience 
and knowledge. Every one of the 

module trainers were very informative 
and excellent at dispensing the 

information in ways that we retained. 
Thanks to everyone involved “



Main Street, Newport, Co. Tipperary, V94 K7PH  |  T: 061 381505  |  E: admin@xlvets.ie

XL Vets Skillnet is co-funded by Skillnet Ireland and 
network companies. Skillnet Ireland is funded from the 
National Training Fund through the Department of Further 
and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science.


